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SUBJECT: MACSTIOFAIN RELEASED 

BEGIN SUMMARY: MACSTIOFAIN' S RELEASE FROM DETENTION 
DOES NOT INDICATED ANY SOFTENING OF GOI POLICY TOWARDS 
PROVOS. ON CONTRARY, NEW GOVT SEEMS EAGER FOR 
CONFRONTATIONS WITH IRA IN AREAS CONSIDERED MEANINGFUL. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . SEAN MACSTIOFAIN , EX- CHIEF OF STAFF OF PROVISIONAL 
IRA, WAS RELEASED FROM MILITARY DETENTION CENTER 
APRIL I 6 . HE HAD SERVED SIX - MONTH SENTENCE, LESS FIVE 
WEEKS FOR GOOD BEHAVIOR. DURING BACKGROUND 
BRIEFINGS TO PRESS, GOI MADE CLEAR THAT IT DID NOT PLAN 
TO REARREST MACSTIOFAIN. IN IMPROMPTU PRESS CONFERENCE 
JUST AFTER RELEASE, HE REFRAINED FROM ANY COMMENT THAT 
COULD GET HIM BACK IN JAIL, BUT SAID THAT LASTING PEACE 
WOULD ONLY COME WHEN BRITISH SET DATE FOR COMPLETE 
WITHDRAWAL FROM IRELAND. HE SEEMED VISIBLY WEAK, 
PRESUMABLY FROM EFFECTS OF LONG HUNGER STRIKE. ( BUT 
HE OBSERVED THAT IRISH JAILS HAVE EVEN WORSE FOOD THAN 
ENGLISH.) WHILE HIS CURRENT STANDING IN IRA IS NOT 
KNOWN, TRADITIONAL PROVO POLICY IS TO REDUCE ALL MEMBERS 
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TO RANKS AUTOMATICALLY WHEN JAILED. 

2. ON APRIL 14, ARMED MEN ROBBED CASH FROM PUB OWNED 
BY MINISTER OF DEFENSE DONEGAN. PUB WAS NEAR NI 
BORGDER, AND ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, RAIDERS CAME IN 
CAR WITH NI REGISTRATION . GONEGAN HAD PLAYED CONSPICUOUS 
ROLE IN SEIZURE OF SMUGGLED ARMS ON " CLAUDIA," FOLLOWING 
WITH PRESS CONFERENCE AIMED AT REINFORCING IRELAND' S LAW- 
AND- ORDER IMAGE . COINCIDENCE BETWEEN THIS ROLE AND 
RAID SEEMS REMARKABLE. REPUBLICAN EXTREMISTS ARE 
INEVITABLY SUSPECT. 

3. ON APRIL 13, JUSTICE MINISTER COONEY GAVE SPEECH 
STRONGLY ATTACKING IRA. HE SAID THAT GOI WOULD NOT 
TOLERATE TWO ARMIES OPERATING IN REPUBLIC. FURTHER, 

" PEOPLE WHO ARE ALLEGEDLY FIGHTING FOR THE CAUSE OF 
UNITY MUST LEARN THAT UNITY CANNOT BE ACHIEVED BY 
FIGHTING AND BOMBING." COONEY THEN HINTED AT NEW 
MEANSURES AGAINST IRA, AND HE HAS REINFORCED THESE HINTS 
IN BACKGROUNDERS TO PRESS. NEWSPAPERS THUS EXPECT NEW 
ANTI- IRA MEASURES TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON AND PREDICT 
THAT GOVT WILL MAKE MORE USE OF EXISTING POWERS 
RATHER THAN SEEKING ADDITIONAL LEGISLATION. THIS WOULD 
BE CONSISTENT WITH STANDING VIEW OF FINE GAEL AND 
LABOR- WHEN IN OPPOSITION- THAT PREVIOUS GOVT WAS NOT 
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF ALL MEASURES AT ITS DISPOSAL. 

4. THERE APPEARS TO BE WIDESPREAD SUPPORT IN PRESS AND 
PUBLIC FOR NEW GOVT' S STRONG ANTI- EXTREMIST STANCE. AT 
SAME TIME, THERE IS STILL MUCH INTEREST IN POSSIBILITY 

OF LEGALIZING PROVO SINN FEIN SO THAT IT CAN CONTEST 
NI ELECTIONS. PRESS COMMENTARY ON SUBJECT, HOWEVER, 

IS BALANCED, WITH EDITORIALS RECOGNIZING DIFFICULTIES 

OF LEGALIZING SINN FEIN WHILE IRA IS STILL 

SHOOTING. 

5. COMMENT: GIVEN REMAINDER OF ATMOSPHERICS NOTED 
ABOVE, IT IS CLEAR THAT MACSTIOFAIN' S RELEASE DOES NOT 
INDICATE ANY SOFTENING OF GOI LINE TOWARD PROVOS. WE 
SEE NO CHANGE IN CAREFULLY CONSIDERED CARROT- AND- STICK 
POLICY REPORTED DUBLIN 501 . GOVT LIKES TO ACT, 

HOWEVER, ON SOUND LEGAL GROUNDS, AND TO AVOID MEASURES 
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MACSTIOFAIN' S REARREST WOULD HAVE DRAWN CRITICISM ON 
CIVIL- RIGHTS GROUNDS, EVEN EROM THOSE WHO OPPOSE WHAT 
HE STANDS FOR. WE EXPECT SEE GOI SEIZE EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY EOR EURTHER TIGHTENING IN AREAS CONSIDERED 
MEANINGEUL. 

MOORE 
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